CLAIMS 



What Is Claimed Is: 




P^^^^.^ 1 • A facility inf ormaltion registration and search 
system comprising: 

a management center/ for storing and managing 
facility information of different facility types; 

a registration terminal for enabling an information 
provider to register facility information; and 

a search terminal for providing the facility 
information to a user; 

wherein the regis-Jfration terminal is provided with: 
a facility information input unit for 
enabling the inform^ion provider to enter facility 
information corresponfciing to registration headings based 
on a registration template, the registration template 
having predetermined registration headings; and 

a registrable facility information 

transmitter that -rf^ansmits facility information entered 
by the facility information input unit to the management 
center; 

wherein thef search terminal is provided with: 

a sojaght information input unit for enabling 
a user to eni^er sought information corresponding to 
search headings in a search template, said search 
headings matching the registration headings; 
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a sought information transmitter for 
transmitting sought information entered bV^ the sought 
information input unit to the management ceriter; and 

a notifying unit for output/ting a facility 
information search result transmitted /oy the management 
center in response to transmission oj sought information 
by the sought information transmitter; 

wherein the management center is provided with: 

a facility informaJcion storage unit for 
storing the facility informatyO^on transmitted from the 
registration terminal; / 

a search unit yfor searching the facility 
information stored in the/ facility information storage 
unit with the sought in/ormation transmitted from the 
search terminal; and / 

a sought facility information transmitter for 
transmitting the facility information search result 
retrieved by the searfch unit to the search terminal, 

2. The facility information registration and 
search system /according to Claim 1, wherein the 
registration template and search template are available 
in varieties differing with a facility type, 

3. The faciljaty ^^^j-ir^rmation registration and 
search system ap0<5rp±Ag to Claim 1, wherein the 
registraticm^^^emplate and the search template are 
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transmitted from t^J^^^ management center 



4. The facility information registration and 
search system according to Claim 1, wherein the sought 
information input unit permits omission of sought 
information for some of the search he^ings stated in 
the search template; and 

the search unit of the management center performs 
search based on non-omitted sought information. 
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5* The facility information registration and 
search system, according to Claim 1, wherein: 

the management center/ has a search frequency 
storage unit for storing a /umber of hits according to a 
search, the number of hil:s stored separately for each 
item of facility inf ormatn_on, and 

the management ceriter stores and updates the number 
of hits into the search frequency storage unit based on 
a search result by the search unit. 



6. The facility information registration and 
search system, ayccording to Claim 1, wherein: 

the man^ement center has a search frequency 
storage unit for storing a frequency of utilization, the 
frequency of/ utilization representing a number of times 
the facilit/y. information has been utilized separately 
for each ijcem of facility information; 
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the search terminal has a utilization frequ/ency 
storage function to notify the management center of 
utilized facility information and for the management 
center to update the frequency of utilizaticm when a 
facility information - search result is utilized by the 
user when the utilized facility inf orrafation search 
result is output from the search terminal, the search 
terminal storing the frequency of utilization into the 
utilization frequency storage unit. / 

7. The facility information registration and 
search system, according to ^laim 1, wherein the 
management center calculates a / fee for registration in 
storing the facility information from the registration 
terminal. / 

8. The facility/ information registration and 
search system according yxo Claim 7, wherein: 

either a number of hits or a frequency of 
utilization is recorcaed in the frequency storage unit; 

a registration fee is discounted based on either 
the number of yhits stored in the search frequency 
storage unit or the frequency of utilization stored in 
the utilization frequency storage unit. 



9. / The facility information registration and 
search system according to Claim 1, wherein: 
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a registrable information input unit of /the 
registration terminal enters at least loca/cional 
information as facility information in associatix)n with 
map data by displaying a map and enabling a map location 
to be selected. 

10. The facility information registration and 
search system according to Claim 9, jwherein map data 

13 displayed by the registrable informa;cion input unit of 

5 / 

lYi the registratxon terminal is transmitted from the 

{!] management center. 
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11. The facility in£prmation registration and 
search system, according to /Claim 1, wherein the search 
terminal is a car navigation system having a route 
guidance function . 

12. The facjLiity information registration and 
search system according to Claim 11, wherein: 

the search "terminal transmits at least one of a 
current location^/ destination, points en route and guide 
route to the management center as sought information or 
part of sought: information, the guide rout being a route 
to a destination; 

/ 

the search unit searching the facility information 
with re^rence to areas around the current location, 
destination, points en route and guided route, 
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transmitted from the search terminal as/ ranges of 
search, / 

13. The facility information yregistration and 
search system according to Claim 11, wherein the search 
terminal sets a destination or points en route based on 
the facility information search re/ult transmitted from 
the management center. / 

14. The facility information registration and 
search system according to Claim 11, wherein the search 
terminal notifies the management center when a 
destination or point en route is set based on the 
facility information, the /search terminal notifying the 
management center that the facility information has been 
utilized. / 

15. A management center comprising: 

a facility information registration and search 
system with a refgistration terminal for enabling an 
information prouder to register facility information 
for various fac/lity types; 

a search terminal for notifying a user of the 
facility information; 

a management center storing and managing the 
facility information; 

wherein the registration terminal is provided with 
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a facility information input unit for enablii>Q an 
information provider to enter information corresponding 
to the registration headings as the facility infrormation 
based on a registration template in which p^determined 
registration headings are stated; 

wherein the registration terming includes a 
registrable facility information J^ransmitter for 
transmitting facility information / entered by the 
facility information input unit /to the management 
center; and 

wherein the search termiiidl is provided with a 
sought information input unit /for enabling the user to 
enter sought information / corresponding to search 
headings for searching acicording to the registration 
headings based on a / search template in which 
predetermined search headings matching the registration 
headings are stated; 

a sought inf orination transmitter for transmitting 
sought information/ entered by the sought information 
input unit to the ymanagement center; 

a notifying unit for notifying facility information 
as the search result transmitted by the management 
center in response to the transmission of the sought 
information /by the sought information transmitter; 

wheryein the management center further includes: 

a facility information storage unit for 
storing/ the facility information transmitted from the 
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unit by using 



registration terninal; -r 

a search unit for searching the facility 
information stoied in the facility information storage 

:he sought information transmitted from 
the search termifrial; and 

a solught facility information transmitter for 
transmitting to/ the search terminal facility information 
as the search rfesult retrieved by the search unit. 

16. A registration terminal inicluding a facility 
information registration and search system together with 
a management center for storing aoid managing facility 
information regarding various yfacility types, said 
registration terminal comprising; 

a sought information trailsmitter for transmitting 
sought information entered \py the sought information 
input unit to the management c^ter; 

a notifying unit f or /nci^tif ying facility information 
as the search result /transmitted by the management 
center in response tq/ the transmission of the sought 
information by the so^dght information transmitter; and 
wherein the management center includes: 
a facility information storage unit for storing the 
facility inf orit^tion transmitted from the registration 
terminal ; 

a se^frch . unit for searching the facility 
inf ormationf^ stored in the facility information storage 
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unit by using the sought infoirmation tr^smitted from 
the search terminal; 

a sought facility inf ormatLefn transmitter for 
transmitting to the search terminal facility information 
as the search result retr/£Hv^ci/by the search unit; 

wherein the registli^i^^on terminal further includes 
a facility information/^ \input unit for enabling the 
information provic^^ to enter, , information 
corresponding to/ the registration headings as the 
facility information based on a registration template in 
which regis t^t ion headings are stated; and 

a registrable facility information transmitter for 
transmitting the facility information entered by the 
faci/lity information input unit to the management 
center • 



17. A registration terminal iiacluding a facility 
information registration and search /system together with 
a management center for storing /and managing facility 
information regarding various/ facility types, the 
registration terminal comprisicfg: 

a facility information/ input unit for enabling the 
information provider to enter information corresponding 
to the registration headings as the facility information 
based on a registration template in which predetermined 
registration hea'dings are stated; 

a registrable facility information transmitter for 
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transmitting the facility information entered by the 
facility information input unit to the/ management 
center; and 

wherein the management center is presided with: 

a facility information s-borage unit for 
storing facility information transmitted from the 
registration terminal; 

a search unit for searching the facility 
information stored in the facilitfy information storage 
unit by using the sought info:9mation transmitted from 
the search terminal; and 

a sought facility /information transmitter for 
transmitting to the search l/erminal facility information 
as the search result retri^ed by the search unit; 

wherein the search iferminal further includes: 
a sought information input unit for enabling an 
user to enter sought / information corresponding to the 
search headings f®r searching according to the 
registration headings based on a search template in 
which predetermined search headings matching the 
registration heaciings are stated; 

a sought yinf ormation transmitter for transmitting 
the sought information entered by the sought information 
input unit tcy the management center; and 

a noti/fying unit for notifying, in response to the 
transmission of the sought information by' the sought 
information transmitter, facility information as the 
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search result transmitted by the management ceiycer, 
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18. A facility information registration and search 
system, comprising ; 

a management center that sto^res and manages 
facility information ; 

a registration terminal ifnterfacing with a 
registration user through a registration template, said 
registration template having p^determined registration 
headings, facility informatiom being transmitted from 
said registration termjLnal according to said 
registration template to safid management center; and 

a search terminal /interfacing with a search user 
through a search tempi/ate, said search template having 
search headings, saia search template and said search 
headings matching >said registration template and said 
registration headings, said search terminal uploading 
sought informati/on according to search headings and said 
search templat^ to said management center; 

wherein/ said management center searches said 
facility ir;nEormation based on said search information 
and provic^es a search result to said user. 



19. The facility in^p^ation registration and 
search system accordilrj^^^to Claim 18, wherein the 
registration temp>dxe \ and the search template are 
created at t>e management center and distributed from 
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the management ce 
registration termi 




to the search terminal 
Respectively . 



and 



20. The facility informatiq^fi registration and 
search system, according to Clafim 1, wherein the 
management center stores a numbey of hits generated by 
the management center when searching said facility 
information. 



21. A method for searching facility information 
comprising : 

obtaining facility information through a plurality 
of registration headings/ on a registration template of a 
registration terminal; 

transmitting syaid facility information to a 
management center ; 

obtaining soimht information through a plurality of 
search headings /on a search template of a search 
terminal, said aearch headings and said search template 
matching respective said registration headings and said 
registration template; 

transmiJcting said sought information to said 
management denter ; 

searc/hing said facility information according to 
said souOTit information at said management center; and 

n^putting a search result from said management 

center>< 
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